Westminster and Whitehall
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Westminster Abbey is London´s oldest and perhaps most famous church. English kings and queens always have their coronations here – from the time of William the Conqueror in 1066 to today in the 21st century. Queen Elizabeth II had her coronation here in 1953. Thousands of people watched it in the Abbey, and millions more watched it on television – this was the first coronation on television. 
Parliament Square is a square at the northwest end of the Palace of Westminster. It features a large open green area in the centre with trees to its west and it contains ten statues of statesmen and other notable individuals (e.g. Winston Churchill, Benjamin Disraeli, Abraham Lincoln or Nelson Mandela). It belongs to one of main tourist attractions in London. It is also the place where many demonstrations and protests have been held. The square is overlooked by various official buildings including the Houses of Parliament or Westminster Abbey. The Houses of Parliament is the home of the British government. The bell in the clock high up on the building is called Big Ben. You can hear Big Ben ring every hour. Four smaller bells ring on the quarter-hours.
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Whitehall is a long road south of Trafalgar Square. Most of the buildings in this road are government offices. If you walk down the road to Parliament Square, you go past Downing Street. The Prime Minister – the head of the British Government – lives at 10 Downing Street. There are only four houses in Downing Street. King George II gave Number 10 to Sir Robert Walpole in 1735, and British Prime Ministers began to live in 10 Downing Street from that time. 
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Trafalgar Square is another tourist attraction in London. At its centre you can find Nelson´s Column, which is guarded by four lion statues at its base. The name of the square commemorates the Battle of Trafalgar (1805), a British naval victory of the Napoleonic Wars over France. There, Horation Nelson, 1st Viscount Nelson, fought the Franco-Spanish fleet. The battle was Britain´s greatest naval victory. Unfortunately during this action Neslon was fatally wounded by a French sniper. His body was brought back to England where he was accorded a state funeral. Nelson´s column in Trafalgar Square has been created in his memory and his legacy remains highly influential. The square is also used for political demonstrations and community gatherings, such as the celebration of New Year´s Eve. 
Adapted from: Escott J.: London. OUP 2008.
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Task 1: What tourist attractions of London are mentioned in the text?

Task 2: Mark the following statements T (true) or F (false). If they are false write the correct version next to them:

1. Westminster Abbey is London´s oldest and perhaps most famous government building.
2. The Houses of Parliament is the home of the British queen.

3. The clock high up on the building is called Big Ben.

4. The British Prime Minister lives at 10 Downing Street.

5. The battle of Trafalgar was Britain´s greatest naval defeat.

Task 3: Fill in the gaps in the following extract. 

At the __________ of Trafalgar Square you can find Nelson´s Column, which is guarded by four __________ statues at its base. The name of the square commemorates the Battle of Trafalgar (1805), a British naval __________ of the Napoleonic Wars over France. There, Horation Nelson, 1st Viscount Nelson, fought the Franco-Spanish __________. The battle was Britain´s greatest naval victory. Unfortunately during this action Neslon was fatally wounded by a French __________. His body was brought back to England where he was accorded a state funeral. Nelson´s __________ in Trafalgar Square has been created in his memory and his legacy remains highly influential. The square is also used for political ________________ and community gatherings, such as the celebration of _______________ .
Task 4: Work in pairs – according to the text give your partner an outline of some of the tourist attractions mentioned in the text with a short recommendation of why your partner should visit them.
