KIDNAPPED 2 – Handout

TASK 1 – read the first part of the text and write 3 sentences about what you think happened to David. 
In the morning I climbed a hill, and looked out over the sea, but there was nothing at all on the water. And around me on the island, I could not see any houses or people. I did not like to think what had happened to my friend Alan and the others, and I did not want to look at this emptiness any longer. So I climbed down again, and walked eastwards. I was hoping to find a house, where I could dry my clothes, and get something to eat. 
I soon discovered that nobody lived on Earraid. It was too far to swim to Mull, which I could see across the water. I thought perhaps I could wade across, but when I tried it, the water was too deep, and I had to turn back. By now it had started to rain, and I felt very miserable. 
Then I remembered the piece of wood, which had already saved my life once. It would help me get across the sea to Mull! So I walked all the way back to the beach where I had arrived. The piece of wood was in the sea, so I waded into the water to get it. But as I came closer, it moved away from me. And when the water was too deep for me to stand, the piece of wood was still several metres away. I had to leave it, and went back to the beach. It was a terrible moment for me. I was feeling very tired, hungry and thirsty, with no hope of getting away from this lonely island. For the first time since leaving my lovely village of Essendean, I lay down and cried.

TASK 2 – David is like Robinson. Discuss in pairs what you think he should do first and what next (food, water, somewhere to sleep, …). Make a list, then read the next part and check how well David managed on the island.
I do not want to remember the time that I spent on Earraid. As I had never lived near the sea, I did not know what to eat or how to fish. In fact, I found some shellfish among the rocks on the coast, and ate them, but I was very sick afterwards. That was the only food that I could find, so I was always hungry on Earraid. All day and all night it rained heavily, but there was no roof or tree on the island, and my clothes were cold and wet on my body. 

I chose to spend most of my time in the north of Earraid, on a little hill. From here I could see the old church on the island of Iona, not far away to the west, and smoke from people´s houses on Mull, to the east. I used to watch this smoke, and think of the people there, and their comfortable lives. This gave me little hope, in my lonely life among the rocks and the rain and the cold sea. 
TASK 3 – David is saved finally. Can you guess how? Try to predict, then read the final part.
While I was sitting on a rock, looking out over Iona, I suddenly noticed a small boat moving fast through the water. I jumped to my feet and shouted as loudly as I could. Two men in the boat were near enough to hear. I ran down to the rocky coast to meet them. The boat came near me, but stayed a few metres away in the water. A man stood up and spoke fast to me in Gaelic, which I could not understand. But sometimes he used an English word, and once I heard the word “tide”. This gave me a flash of hope. I turned my back on the boat and ran back excitedly to the east of the island, where Earraid was closest to Mull. And sure enough, there was now only little water between the islands. I was able to wade through it easily, and soon reached Mull with a happy shout. How stupid of me not to realize that it was possible to get to Mull, twice a day, at low tide!
TASK 4 – imagine that the story happened now, in the 21st century, and you are David. Send a text message to somebody who may help you. Don ´t forget – you have only 160 letters! 
