PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN  – Glossary

sequel  –  a literary, dramatic, or cinematic work whose story continues the story from a previous piece of  work

prequel  –  a film or book about an earlier stage of a story or a character's life, released because the later part of it has already been successful, e.g. after the success of The Silence of the Lambs made in 1991, the film Red Dragon was made in 2002, showing earlier life of the characters; another example is Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace made in 1999. Although it was filmed much later, it is a prequel to Star Wars Episode VI: Return of the Jedi made in 1983.
feature film –  a main film with a story 
series  –  a set of television programmes that have the same subject or characters

season  – a series of plays, films or programmes
In North American television, a series is a connected set of television programme episodes that run under the same title, possibly spanning many seasons. In the United Kingdom and other countries, these sets of episodes are referred to as a series. In Australia, the terms series and season are the same.

episode  –  a part of a season or a series 
serial –  serials are series of television programmes and radio programmes that rely on a continuing plot.  In British television, "serial" is also synonymous with the American term "miniseries" – a short-run series with one title and plot.
soap opera –  is a serial drama, on television or radio, that features multiple related story lines, showing the lives of multiple characters. The television serial format as we know it today actually originated in radio, in the form of children's adventure shows and daily 15-minute programmes known as soap operas (so-called because many of these shows were sponsored by soap companies, such as Colgate-Palmolive and Procter & Gamble). Soap operas were aimed at women – clearly to make them buy more soap. They usually ran from Monday to Friday at exactly the same time every day.
sitcom – a situation comedy, often shortened to sitcom, is a genre of comedy that shows characters in the same common environment, such as a home or workplace, with often humorous dialogue. Such programmes originated in radio, but today, sitcoms are found mostly on television as one of its dominant narrative forms. A situation comedy television programme may be recorded in front of a studio audience. The effect of a live studio audience can be imitated by the use of a laugh track. 
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