PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN – handout

Task 1 – read the introduction and tell your partner whether you have seen any films about pirates or have read any pirate stories. 

Pirates of the Caribbean – The Curse of the Black Pearl
“Yo ho, yo ho, a pirate´s life for me, yo ho, yo ho, a pirate´s life …”

These are the words of a pirate song. Some sailors tell a story about a big, black pirate ship. They see it sometimes when the fog is thick. The ghostly pirates on the black ship can never leave it because the ship carries a curse. Well, this is only a story. There are not really any ghosts. Or are there? 

Task 2 – read the extract from the film script. Then try to summarise the story in 6 sentences. Can you use these adverbs – unfortunately, quickly, suddenly, immediately, fortunately, happily? Or can you add other adverbs to make your summary more interesting? 

The ship called Dauntless sailed slowly through the thick fog. It was a big ship, and it carried fifty guns and a hundred strong men. There was also a twelve-year-old girl, Elizabeth Swann. She was standing at the front of the ship. She was watching the sea, on her way to Port Royal in Jamaica, where her father was the new governor. 
“I would like to meet a pirate,” she thought. She remembered an old song and started singing: “Yo ho, yo ho, a pirate´s life for me… .” 
Suddenly, a sailor called her. “Quiet, Miss!” he said. “Pirates sail the ocean. We do not want them to come to us.”      

“Don´t be afraid,” Captain Norrington said to Elizabeth. “There aren´t any pirates here today.”

“I´m not afraid,” said Elizabeth. But she knew the stories about pirates and fog. She looked down at the water. There was something there. What was it? Was it wood? A box? “Look!” she shouted to the captain. “It´s a boy. Quickly, quickly, help him! Somebody help him!”

“Get him out!” Captain Norrington called to his men. The men pulled the boy onto the Dauntless. The boy was alive. 
“Where did he come from?” asked Elizabeth. “There´s nothing out there. Only the ocean.” Nobody spoke. And then a big ship came out of the fog. Every man on it was dead. The men ran to the side of the Dauntless and looked down at the water. Were there any more people there? But they saw nothing.  
“Miss, you stay with the boy,” the captain said to Elizabeth.  So she sat down next to the boy. He was about the same age as her – ten or maybe eleven. Slowly, he opened his eyes. 
Task 3 – read a promotional material (modified) from the Disney website (http://www.disney.co.uk/pirates-of-the-caribbean/index.jsp). There may be some difficult words. The text is written in a way to attract the readers – and to show them that they should go to the cinema to watch this film. Can you find any places in the text that are written in this way? Look e.g. at the adjectives. 
Join Jack Sparrow in his quest for the fabled Fountain of Youth. An incredible adventure which takes him to new horizons and along the way puts him up against Mermaids, Zombies, new enemies as well as the infamous Blackbeard.

Disney's "Pirates of the Caribbean On Stranger Tides", produced by Jerry Bruckheimer and directed by Rob Marshall, captures the fun, adventure and humour that appeared for the first time in the hit "Pirates of the Caribbean". Johnny Depp returns to his iconic role of Captain Jack Sparrow in an action-packed tale of truth, lies, and adventures. When Jack crosses paths with a woman from his past (Penelope Cruz), he's not sure if it's love – or if she just wants to cheat him to help her find the fabled Fountain of Youth. When she forces him aboard the Queen Anne's Revenge, the ship of the terrible pirate Blackbeard (played by Ian McShane), Jack finds himself on an unexpected adventure in which he doesn't know who to fear more: Blackbeard or the woman from his past.

Here are the main characters:

Jack Sparrow

A legendary pirate of the Seven Seas, Captain Jack Sparrow is the clever cheater of the Caribbean. He is a master of self-promotion and self-interest, ready to lie if it is convenient for his plans. He drinks a lot, too. Captain Jack Sparrow’s first love is the sea, his second love is his beloved ship the Black Pearl. In previous adventures he battled the cursed Captain Hector Barbossa, the fearsome Davy Jones and the evil Lord Cutler Beckett –  very often in eye-catching exotic places, amazing underwater world or breath-taking sceneries – now  Captain Jack Sparrow must fight with the infamous Captain Blackbeard, and perhaps even more terrifying, the beautiful Angelica, a lady with a past as interesting as Jack's own.

Angelica

A woman who tells lies that are truths and truths that are lies, Angelica may or may not be the daughter of the feared Blackbeard himself. A master of disguises, Angelica learned the art of cheating from the best one, from Captain Jack Sparrow. An excellent sailor who can use a sword, fight and plunder with the wildest pirates, Angelica has a goal: to save the eternal soul of Blackbeard, even if it means lying and cheating. 
Blackbeard

Blackbeard, a name that means terror for all who sail the sea, or for anyone who encounters him on dry land. His flagship, the Queen Anne’s Revenge, is full of zombies, decorated with the bones of his victims and it can send fire to enemy ships. Blackbeard plays with the Black Arts and has a sword decorated with one of the three sapphires of Triton. But Blackbeard lives under the shadow of expected death, his only hope are waters of the Fountain of Youth. 

