RECYCLING1
Recycling is processing old and used materials (waste) into new products.  If we recycle used materials, we do not have to use useful or new materials so much, we can reduce fresh raw materials and reduce energy usage, too. By recycling we can also reduce water pollution and air pollution. If fewer used materials are burnt, the greenhouse gas emissions are lower. On the other hand, sometimes the energy released from burning the rubbish is used to generate electricity.

 Recycling is a key component of modern waste reduction and is the third component of the "Reduce, Reuse, Recycle" waste hierarchy.

Rubbish, waste, garbage... Whatever you want to call it, most people do not think about the rubbish they produce. Or how much of it. Do you know what kind of materials can be recycled? Look around yourself and try to think. Can you see any things made of glass, paper, metal, or plastic? Surely you can. Recyclable materials include many kinds of plastic, metal, glass, paper, even textiles, and electronics. Materials which we want to  recycle should be brought to a civic amenity site (CA site) or household waste recycling centre (HWRC). In the United Kingdom, civic amenity sites are informally called "tips" or "dumps." There the waste is collected and sorted. Later it is sent to a factory where it is carefully sorted, cleaned and reprocessed.  
We often believe that by recycling a used material the same quality new material is produced – for example, we recycle used office paper and believe that new office paper is produced. This is impossible because such a process is often difficult or too expensive, so usually a different material is produced. In this case paperboard is produced.  Other materials  are recycled because they are very expensive (e.g. gold is collected from computer components) or dangerous (e.g. mercury). 

However, not all people are positive about recycling. Some critics think that the costs and energy used for collection and transportation of used materials are higher than the costs of production of  new materials. Others believe that not all the collected used materials are finally recycled. In 2002 it was reported that 40% of the garbage that New York City residents separated for recycling actually ended up in landfills. So what is your opinion on recycling? Do you know which colours are the different recycling bins in our country?
Task1 – Some people say that good things always come in threes. Others say that bad things come in threes, too. 

Q1: Can you try to guess the meaning of this phrase – “come in threes”? 
Q2: There are some “threes” in the text as well. What are they? 

Q3: Can you see any things in the classroom that can or should be recycled?
Q4: Does your school have a programme for recycling? Are there any special recycling bins?
Q5: What are the typical colours of these bins?

Q6: Does your family recycle the waste that you produce at home? If not, why? If yes, how?

Task 2 - Work in pairs. Try to complete the following picture. Write at least 3 things next to each heading. The picture is a mind map. Mind maps are good for drawing ideas. You can think about something, or revise before the test or discuss a problem with your friend. While talking, you can draw all your ideas. Then you can see what you think or how the ideas are related. Mind maps are very helpful (you can try to draw them online on http://www.text2mindmap.com, these mind maps can be saved).
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Task 3 – Work with a partner.  Choose 6 different objects that you have in your mind maps and  discuss what to do with them. E.g. 

A: What shall we do with ………….?

B: Let´s …………..
Task 4 – Answer the following questions based on the text.
Q1: Where do people usually go to throw away and recycle the rubbish?  
Q2:  Do we usually get the same material by recycling and processing used materials? If not, why? 

Q3: What do people who don´t like recycling say about it? 

Q4: Can burning rubbish be also positive or useful? 
Q5: How is the big “hill” of waste called (special trucks transport the waste to these places)?

Task 5 – A two-week project

Ask your parents to make a place for your own rubbish somewhere, in a special bin. Try to collect all the rubbish you produce in one week (without recycling) and then check its weight. The second week you should try to recycle as much as you can. Use your special bin only for the rubbish that cannot be recycled. At the end of the second week check the weight again. At school tell the teacher how much your rubbish weighted both the weeks and compare the results with your schoolmates. 

If you want to learn more about how you can recycle check this webpage:

http://www.jaktridit.cz

There are some FAQs (frequently asked questions) there too:

http://www.jaktridit.cz/cz/rady-a-tipy/otazky-a-odpovedi
