STARGATE – handout

The film StarGate, directed by Roland Emmerich and co-written by Dean Devlin, was released in 1994. The film explains the function and history of the StarGate and lays the foundation for all the StarGate productions that come after it.

Since 1994 three television series and two films have been released and the StarGate phenomenon has expanded into other media, including books, video games, and comic books. Have you seen any of them? Can you remember any characters? 
Task 1 – read the introduction of the story. Have you seen the film? Can you remember its end? Tell your partner.
Introduction

The StarGate is hidden under the sands of Egypt for ten thousand years. Then, in 1928, some archeologists find it. There is strange writing on it, which they can’t fully understand.

Sixty years later, in America, the United States Army are interested in the StarGate. A young archeologist, Daniel Jackson, discovers the meaning of the writing on the StarGate. It says: “A MILLION YEARS INTO THE SKY IS RA, SUN GOD.” Then he finds a way to open the StarGate.

What is on the other side? Daniel and some soldiers go through the gate to find out. They come to another world millions of light years from Earth. There, Ra, the Egyptian Sun God, is king. But his people are not free – they are his prisoners. Ra must kill the visitors from Earth and close the StarGate for ever. Daniel and the soldiers must fight Ra to stay alive, and then find a way home. Will they make it? 
Task 2 – read two chapters from the story. Try to remember the names and the characters. There is a task at the end of the extract. 
Chapter 7  The Bomb

Near the pyramid, they stood at the top of a sand hill. O’Neil looked round with field glasses and saw only desert. “There’s nothing here but the pyramid. It’s time to go home.”

“We can’t,” Daniel said. ”First, we have to find the seven signs, the address. On Earth it was on a different stone.”

“I told you to search inside the pyramid,” O’Neil said.

“I did. And it’s empty. There isn’t a single sign on it – just like Khufu’s pyramid on Earth.” He looked round at the sea of sand. “Now where do we search?”

Kawalsky picked Daniel up by his shirt. “Listen, you little rat, you make that StarGate work or I’ll break your neck!”

“Be quiet, Kawalsky,” O’Neil said and thought for a few seconds. “Okay, let’s put the tents up by the pyramid.”

They went back to the StarGate room and took some of the boxes outside. While the soldiers were putting the tents up, O’Neil went back alone to the StarGate room and opened another box. He opened a secret door at the bottom of it and took out the pieces of a bomb. He put the bomb together, put an orange key in his pocket, and went outside again.

While O’Neil and the others put up tents, Daniel went to the top of a sand hill. He noticed shapes in the sand, like a horse’s feet, but much larger. He followed them to the top of another sand hill, and saw a strange animal looking at him. It was the size of a small lorry and had long, dirty hair. He went nearer. The animal smelt terrible but it seemed friendly. It went down on its knees and ate some chocolate from Daniel’s hand. O’Neil, Kawalsky and Brown ran over the hill pointing their guns. “Don’t shoot!” Daniel shouted. Frightened, the animal ran away.

Chapter 8  “Little Bit”

They ran after the animal until, at the top of a sand hill, they suddenly stopped. They were looking down into a deep, narrow valley. Thousands of men, women and children were mining white stone in it. They had dark skin and wore dirty clothes. One of them saw the soldiers and cried out. Thousands of eyes suddenly looked up. O’Neil told his men not to point their guns and to follow him down. “I want you to try to talk to them, Jackson,” he said.

“Um … hello?” Jackson said to the first miner. “I’m Daniel.” The man smiled, but seemed to be frightened. He suddenly pointed to the udjat eye round Daniel’s neck. “Naturru ya ya!” he screamed wildly, dropping to his knees and putting his face in the sand. Thousands of miners below did the same.

“I said speak to them, not frighten them,” O’Neil said.

An old man in red clothes and two young women came to Daniel. One of the women, who was very beautiful, offered him water. The old man pointed, smiling. “He is asking us to go somewhere with him,” Daniel said to O’Neil.

They left the valley with the old man, followed by thousands of miners. Daniel asked questions in Egyptian but the man didn’t understand. All Daniel learned was the animals’ name – they were mastadges – and that the old man’s name was Kasuf.

Kasuf, who was head of the minors, was not sure if the strangers were really gods. But he hoped they were, because their arrival stopped the mining and this meant that his people were in trouble.

His son, Skaara, who looked after the mastadges, walked next to him. The beautiful young woman, who was Skaara’s sister, walked next to Daniel. He couldn’t keep his eyes off her. She looked like an Egyptian goddess, he thought.

The smelly mastadge put its nose in Daniel’s pocket, looking for chocolate. “Only a little bit,” Daniel said, giving it some. Skaara laughed and said, “Little bit …”

“Hmm … not a bad name for a smelly thing,” Daniel thought. Then, miles away, he saw the walls of a city. 

Task  – who is who? Match the sentence halves and write the letters in the table below.

1.  Daniel Jackson
A.  is head of the miners.

2.  Kasuf
            B.  is an American soldier.

3.  Little Bit
            C.  is a young archeologist.

4.  O’Neil 
            D.  is Kasuf’s son.

5.  Skaara
            E.  is a strange smelly animal.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Task 3 – who said these words to whom? You can have a quick look at the text again. 
a) “Be quiet,” __________________________ said to __________________________.

b) “Listen, you little rat, you make that StarGate work or I’ll break your neck!” 

__________________________ said to __________________________. 

c) “Only a little bit,” __________________________ said to __________________________.

d) “Um … hello?” __________________________ said to __________________________.

e) “I said speak to them, not frighten them,” __________________________ said to 

__________________________.

Task 4 – Put these sentences in the correct order. Write the numbers 1-7.

_____  Kasuf leads Daniel and the soldiers to a city.

_____  Daniel feeds some chocolate to a strange animal in the desert.

__1__  The soldiers go back to the StarGate room and take some boxes outside.

_____  Daniel and the soldiers meet some miners in the desert.

_____  Daniel follows shapes in the sand to the top of a sand hill.

_____  A beautiful young woman offers Daniel some water.

_____  O’Neil puts a bomb together in the StarGate room. 

