THE SIGN OF FOUR 2 – handout

Task 1 – read the short descriptions and try to fill in the names of the two famous fictional characters and their author.

________________________________ is a fictional British detective with almost fantastic abilities to solve the most difficult cases. He can sometimes be cold and arrogant and enjoys baffling police inspectors with his infallible deductions. He is a loner who doesn´t make friends easily. He smokes a pipe and sometimes even uses some chemicals to stimulate his brain.

________________________________ is the great detective´s friend and his biographer. He is an excellent doctor and surgeon. He is a very intelligent person, a perfect gentleman but a bit unimaginative and too guileless to be a proper detective. He has a strong sense of honour. 

________________________________ (22 May 1859 – 7 July 1930) was a Scottish physician and writer who is well known for his fictional detective stories featuring the brilliant detective and his faithful helper. His other works include fantasy and science fiction stories, plays, romances, poetry, non-fiction, and historical novels.

Task 2 – read the brief plot of The Sign of Four and try to put the paragraphs in the right order. The first and the last paragraphs have already been done for you.

In the beginning of the story a young lady named Mary Morstan comes to consult Holmes upon a case which is apparently connected with her father´s disappearance 10 years previously. 

⎕ Holmes doesn´t believe that Thaddeus is the murderer so he continues in his investigation and with the help of a dog named Toby, Holmes and Watson are led to the jetty on the bank of the River Thames. Holmes learns that a steam launch, the Aurora, was hired by a wooden-legged man and a brown, monkey-faced chap. Holmes asks Detective Jones to arrange for a police boat to meet Holmes, Watson and Jones at the river.

⎕ In 1878, Miss Morstan´ s father disappeared when on leave from military service in India and Mary discovered a piece of paper with the diagram of a building and the words The Sign of the Four. Several years later after the death of her father´s only friend, Major Sholto, Mary started to receive one precious pearl each year.

⎕ That morning she receives a mysterious letter asking her to go the Lyceum Theatre that evening. Holmes and Watson agree to go with her. After meeting a man at the Lyceum Theatre, Holmes, Watson and Miss Morstan are taken to meet Mr. Thaddeus Sholto, brother of Bartholomew and son of  Major Sholto. On his deathbed, Major Sholto confessed that he and Morstan came into the possession of the Agra Treasure in India. Major Sholto asked his sons to send Mary Morstan one pearl each year. After seeing a scary face at the window, Major Sholto died without the possibility of telling his sons about the hiding place of the treasure. In the morning, a piece of paper with the words The Sign of the Four written on it was found. 


⎕ Following the clues, Holmes believes there are two people involved in the crime, one with a wooden leg, the other a pygmy. At that point Detective Jones arrives and arrests Thaddeus Sholto for the murder of his brother.

⎕ Thaddeus takes Holmes, Watson and Miss Morstan to his brother's home to show them the recently found treasure box containing a fortune in jewels. They find Bartholomew dead in his room, killed by a poisoned thorn. There is a torn sheet of paper on the desk with the words The Sign of the Four written on it.

After a thrilling chase the police boat gets close to the Aurora. Holmes and Watson are forced to shoot the pygmy when he tries to kill them with a poisoned thorn and they capture the man with the wooden leg, Jonathan Small. They also find an iron chest on the deck of the boat.

Task 3 – read the continuation of the story narrated by Doctor Watson and then discuss the questions below the text with your partner.

Miss Morstan was sitting by the window. She was wearing a pretty, white dress and her hair was shining brightly in the lamp light.

“How nice to see you,” she said when she saw me.” Do you have any news?”

“I have brought something better than news,” I said, trying to speak happily. “I have brought the Agra treasure.”

I put the heavy chest on the table. Miss Morstan did not look very excited.

“So, this is the famous Agra Treasure,” she said.

“Yes,” I replied. ”Half of it belongs to you and half to Thaddeus Sholto. You are a rich woman now, Miss Morstan.”

“The treasure can wait,” she said. “First, I want to hear all about your adventures. Please sit down and tell me everything.”

So I told her everything that had happened. I told her how Holmes Found the Aurora. I told her about inspector Jones and Thaddeus Sholto. I told her about the chase on the river, the death of the pygmy and how we had caught Jonathan Small.

“How brave you are,” she said. “I didn´t know that you were in such terrible danger.”

“It´s finished now,” I said. “Let´s open the treasure chest. There isn´t a key. How can we open the chest?”

Miss Morstan left the room and came back with a heavy metal bar. I took the bar and put it under the lid of the chest.

Then I turned it and the lid opened. It lifted up the lid. My hands were shaking. We both looked inside. Then we looked at each other in astonishment. The chest was empty! The chest was made of very thick iron. This was why it was so heavy.

“The treasure is lost,” said Miss Morstan quietly.

“Thank God!” I said.

“Why do you say ´Thank God´?” asked Miss Morstan.

“Because now I can ask you to marry me,” I replied, holding her hand. “Because I love you, Mary. Now you are not going to be rich. So I can tell you my feelings. That is why I said ´Thank God´.”

“Then I say ´Thank God´ too,” she whispered.  

Task 3A – work in pairs. Discuss what might have happened to the Agra Treasure and try to finish the story.

Task 3B – try to make a list of jewels, precious stones and other things that might have been the part of the Agra Treasure. How many can you think of? Compare your list with your partner´s.
