THE WIZARD OF OZ 1 – handout

Task 1 – read the text about cyclones and answer the questions below. 

Sometimes very big storms become cyclones. Strong winds blow in the opposite directions and make a shape like a funnel. When this powerful “funnel” touches the earth, it can blow everything away: people, animals and even cars and houses!

In the United States there are approximately 1,000 reports of cyclones every year. But not all of these are dangerous. In fact, only about ten to twenty are violent. Cyclones are very common in some of the central states, such as Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas and Colorado. They usually happen between April and October, because of the warm temperatures. On average a cyclone lasts for fifteen to twenty minutes and can move 75 miles (131 kilometres) to 300 miles (480 kilometres) per hour.

Some people are very interested in cyclones and like to follow them in their cars. Some are scientists, but some other people do this as a hobby. They write about each cyclone, take photos and make films. It is very dangerous, but it can help us understand more about what cyclones can do and why they happen.

Questions:  
1) Have you ever seen a tornado? Are there tornados in your country?

2) Have you seen films or videos that included tornados? What happened during the tornado?

3) Where do people go to stay safe during a tornado?

4) How long does a tornado last? What other things you often do take this long? (For example: taking a shower, watching a sitcom, cooking dinner, writing homework, etc.)

5) How fast does a tornado move? What other things move at this speed? Is it fast or slow?

6) Would you ever chase a tornado? Why/why not?

Task 2 – read the text about Dorothy and her dog. She meets some strange fairy-tale characters who can speak although they are either made of straw or metal, or they are animals. They want to see Oz, too. What kind of problems do they have? Think about it and tell your partner.  

Dorothy Gale is a little girl who lives on a farm in Kansas with her uncle Henry, her aunt Em, and her little dog, Toto. One day there is a storm and Dorothy can’t reach the storm cellar in time, so she hides in the farmhouse with Toto. The wind lifts up the house and carries it to the magical land of Oz, where little people called Munchkins live. The house lands on the Wicked Witch of the East, who was very unkind to the Munchkins.

The Good Witch of the North comes with the Munchkins to greet Dorothy, and gives her the Wicked Witch of the East’s silver shoes. The Good Witch of the North tells Dorothy to go to the Emerald City and ask the Wizard of Oz to help her get home again. On her way to the Emerald City, Dorothy meets some strange and wonderful people, including a Scarecrow, a Tin Man, and a Lion who is scared of everything! They want to visit the Wizard of Oz, too, so they all travel together and have a lot of exciting adventures.
Task 3 – read the continuation and check whether you have guessed the characters´ problems. 
On the  way to the Emerald City …
Dorothy  and her dog Toto want to go to the Emerald City. On their way they see a scarecrow. 

“Can I have your brain?”  asks the scarecrow.

“No, you can’t,“ Dorothy answers,  “but the Wizard of Oz can give you a brain.”

Dorothy and Toto and the Scarecrow meet the rusty Tin Man. Dorothy puts some oil in the Tin Man. 

“I can walk and jump now,” says the Tin Man. “But I can’t laugh, cry or love, because I don’t have a heart.”

“Come with us to the Wizard of Oz,” says Dorothy.

Dorothy, Toto, the Scarecrow and the Tin Man see a lion. 

“Help, I’m scared,” shouts the Lion. It is at the top of a tree. At the bottom there is a mouse.

“I’m scared! I want to be a hero!”

“Come with us to the Wizard of Oz,” says Dorothy. They all go together.

Task 4 – imagine how the story will continue. Write 5 sentences. 

