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Littera

Zvýšení kvality jazykového vzdělávání v systému počátečního školstvíZačátek formuláře
Konec formuláře
                                       

Tento materiál vznikl v rámci předmětu Reálie anglicky mluvících zemí 2. 
Autor: Markéta Horáčková
Text neprošel jazykovou revizí.



1. Do you know anything about Hawaii? Before reading the article, try to come up with as many things as you can. Work in pairs. 

2. Check your ideas with the rest of your class. 

3. Read the text carefully and match the headlines with the answers a-d bellow
a) The legends
b) Customs
c) Music
d) Dance

	Hawaii culture is an ancient blend of layers of ethnic influences and is a rich and unique tradition comprised of values, legends, music, dance and customs. Much more than spectacular sunsets, beautiful beaches and excellent surfing, the Hawaii culture influences everything from language, religion, clothing and cuisine on the islands. 

	Customs

	One of the most well-known customs of the Hawaii culture is the lei. Presented as a welcome gesture or on special occasions, a flower lei is an offer of friendship and should only be removed in private. Removing a lei in public is considered rude. Leis range from simple one-strand flower strings to large and elaborate garlands featuring tuberose, orchids and other floral blooms for important occasions.

	Dance

	The hula is another Hawaii culture icon and features colorful costumes and grass skirts, graceful hand movements and the signature swaying hips. Originally a men only dance, the hula is now an expression of happiness and fun that can be performed by both men and women. The ancient form of the hula known as hula kahiko is accompanied by percussion and storytelling and is featured in ceremonies or for religious reasons. Costumes are far more colorful in this version and piano guitars or ukuleles provide a rhythm.

	Music

	Music is an important part of Hawaii culture and has evolved from primal drumbeats to a chorus of chanting voices and even more recently into a modern version of traditional music by a number of genres and artists. These include hapa-haole (a type of music that marries English lyrics with Hawaiian melodies), kolohe (a type of hula renowned for being naughty or a tease), chalangalang, traditional, jawaiian, luau and more.

	The Legends

	Hawaii culture is based around age old legends and superstitions, ranging from traditional gods and goddesses like Maui, a demi-god who pulled up the island from the sea bed, Pele a wicked and deceptive volcano goddess and her sister Poliahu a snow god. There are also creation stories which tell of the legend of Kumulipo and superstitions such as rain and rainbows as a blessing from the gods, bad luck wearing a lei while pregnant and bad luck to take bananas on a boat. There is also a bad omen that is a slightly more modern take, and is considered extremely bad luck to take lava rocks from a volcano.
 Legend says that the Hawaii Volcanoes National Park often receive rocks in the mail from all over the world with no return address attached, supposedly from those who visited the island and took lava rocks home with them only to be plagued by bad luck.




4. Circle true or false. If they are false, correct them. 
a) Lei is a flower given as a token of friendship. T/F
b) It is considered rude to take lei off in private. T/F   It is considered rude to take the flower off anywhere but in private. 
c) The hula dance was performed strictly by women. T/F   It was originally a men-only dance. 
d) Hapa-Haole is a style of music combining Hawaiian language and English melody. T/F   It is a style combining English lyrics and Hawaiian melody. 
e) People, who take the lava rocks often send them back because of bad luck. T/F
f) It is bad luck to be on boat while pregnant. T/F   It is bad luck to wear lei while pregnant and to bring bananas on boat. 

5. Find answers to these question.
a) What is the Hawaii culture made from? It’s made from customs, legends, dances, and influences language, religion, cuisine….
b) What does the flower Lei look like? It can be a simple one-strand flower or be a large garland comprised of many flowers. 
c) How do the dancing costumes look like in kahiko? The costumes are very colourful with grass skirts. 
d) Why is taking lava rocks considered bad? Because it brings bad luck. 

6. Which superstitions bring luck and which bring bad luck?

	Bad luck 
	taking bananas on boat, wearing lei while pregnant, taking lava rocks

	Good luck
	rain and rainbow are blessings from the gods



Sources:
Hawaii Culture. Travel Online [online]. [cit. 2017-05-30]. https://www.travelonline.com/hawaii/information/culture.html
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